
 
 
Preventing young people from taking up smoking 
 
 
Key facts… 
 
…on youth smoking 
 

• 15,000 young people start to smoke each year in Scotland.1   
• Almost half of 13 year old smokers, and over 80% of 15 year olds 

bought their own cigarettes, particularly from newsagents and sweet 
shops.2 

• A child who starts smoking at age 14 or younger is five times more 
likely to die of lung cancer than someone who starts smoking at age 24 
or older, and fifteen times more likely to die of lung cancer than 
someone who never smokes.3 

• Between a quarter and a third of shopkeepers, when subject to test 
purchase activity, sell tobacco to under-age customers.4   5 6

• Between 2001 and 2007, there were only 17 successful prosecutions 
for sales of tobacco to under-age customers.7 

 
…on ending the display of cigarettes in shops 
 

• Saskatchewan, Canada banned point of sale displays of tobacco in 
2002.  In five years since then, the smoking rate among 15 to 19 year 
olds has dropped from 29% to 22%.8 

• Iceland passed a similar law in 2001, and over the next five years the 
prevalence of smoking among Icelandic 16 year olds fell from 17% to 
10%.9 

• Saskatchewan’s convenience store trade association, the WCSA, said 
in 2006: “Current carton shipments from wholesalers to retail are flat, 
so I would say the display ban has had little or no negative effect”.10 

• Reports from Manitoba in Canada, where retail displays were outlawed 
in 2005, indicate that retailers paid an average of C$1700 (£850) to 
adapt their shops; this figure represents 0.06% - just over one-
twentieth of one percent - of average annual turnover.11 

• Between 2001 and 2007, tobacco industry payments to Canadian 
retailers increased by 46%, with the average convenience store 
receiving C$3,500 last year.12  

 



…on tobacco retail licensing schemes 
 

• Positive licensing has been successfully introduced in Singapore, many 
American states, several Canadian provinces (including Quebec and 
Newfoundland) and several Australian states and territories (including 
Western Australia, Northern Territory, South Australia, Tasmania and 
Australian Capital Territory). 

• Licensing can provide an effective deterrent to under-age sales, if it is 
actively enforced and if enforcement agencies ensure retailers 
understand the law. 

• A YouGov survey13 carried out in February 2008 found considerable 
public support for the requirement for a tobacco retailer to have a valid 
licence to sell tobacco: 

 
How strongly, if at all, would you support or 
oppose the following measures…?   
Requiring businesses to have a valid licence to 
sell tobacco which can be removed if they are 
caught selling to underage smokers 

All 
respondents 

(%) 
Strongly support 65 
Tend to support 24 

Neither support nor oppose 7 
Tend to oppose 2 

Strongly oppose 2 
Don’t know 1 

 
89% were in support; 4% were opposed. 
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