SCOTTISH ALCOHOL & TOBACCO POLICY SUMMIT — PANEL Q&A

The Scottish Alcohol and Tobacco Policy Summit held on 15th March 2011 hosted a participative Question Time style debate
with the Health Spokespeople of the five parties represented at Holyrood: Ross Finnie MSP, Scottish Liberal Democrats; Clir
Alison Johnstone, Scottish Green Party; Shona Robison MSP, Scottish National Party; Mary Scanlon MSP, Scottish
Conservatives; and Dr Richard Simpson MSP, Scottish Labour Party.

As there was not time to ask all of the many questions submitted, the political parties were asked to provide written responses.
These are detailed on the pages below. The SNP, Scottish National Party response is colour coded yellow; the SLD, Scottish
Liberal Democrats, colour coded orange; Lab, Scottish Labour, colour coded red; Green, Scottish Green Party, colour coded
green. The Conservatives (Cons) submitted two statements rather than specific responses and those are colour coded blue.

To find out more about the positions of each of the political parties you can access their manifestos at their websites:

Scottish National Party
Scottish Labour Party
Scottish Liberal Democrats
Scottish Green Party
Scottish Conservatives



http://manifesto.votesnp.com/
http://www.scottishlabour.org.uk/uploads/84613091-e7ae-5ce4-7dff-39f1789cf681.pdf
http://www.scotlibdems.org.uk/files/SLD2011manifesto.pdf
http://www.scottishgreens.org.uk/index
http://www.scottishconservatives.com/downloads/scottish-conservative-manifesto-2011.pdf
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Questions relating to tobacco

SNP

SLD

SNP

SLD

Q. Would you consider introducing a target for reducing smoking amongst those in most deprived areas as there was prior to
20077

The Scottish Government is investing heavily in evidence-informed NHS stop smoking services, over £40 million in the current spending
review period, to enable NHS boards to deliver high quality, accessible services across their population. This includes substantial stop
smoking support provided in the heart of communities, including the most deprived areas, via the smoking cessation element of the national
public health service contract with community pharmacies, introduced in 2008.

In 2009, 14,431 successful one month quits were recorded in the two most deprived within board Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation
quintiles, equating to 54.5% of all successful quits recorded in NHS stop smoking services. The Scottish Government is considering how to
build upon this as part of the work which is currently ongoing to review and update NHS Scotland HEAT targets to focus more on reducing
smoking rates within our more deprived communities.

Scotland’s scandalous rate of health inequalities is one of the most concerning public health issues the country faces. And the situation is
getting worse, not better. Evidence shows that 32% of deaths in Scotland's most deprived areas are due to smoking, compared with 15% in
the most affluent. Scottish Liberal Democrats are committed to robust action on smoking cessation and the wider issue of health inequality
in Scotland, and it's clear that deprived areas require focused health interventions. Specific targets can be useful in setting ambitions and
measuring progress, and we would consider introducing the targets you describe.

Q. ASH Scotland and other health organisations want a new tobacco control strategy. In government will you deliver this?

Yes we will ensure a new comprehensive tobacco control strategy for Scotland is put in place to replace the current strategy which has
come to an end. The Scottish Tobacco Control Strategy Group was replaced in 2004 by the Scottish Minister. Yes we will ensure a new
comprehensive tobacco control strategy for Scotland is put in place to replace the current strategy which has come to an end. The Scottish
Tobacco Control Strategy Group was replaced in 2004 by the Scottish Ministerial Working Group on Tobacco Control action plan “A Breath
of Fresh Air for Scotland” (January 2004) to help shape the future direction of national policy. The formal remit of the Ministerial Group is,
“To provide expert advice to the Scottish Executive on the health impact of tobacco and measures to reduce that impact; and to provide a
forum for the dissemination of best practice in relation to tobacco control throughout Scotland.”

Kenneth Gibson SNP, who came up with the original plan for Scotland’s smoking ban which was then taken forward by Stewart Maxwell
SNP, has presided over the Scottish Parliament’s Cross Party Group on Tobacco Control (2007-2011). The Cross party group met on 15
occasions over the last four years and had a mixture of MSPs and members from a wide array of organizations dedicated to tackling
Scotland’s problem with tobacco. The SNP is committed to tackling the problem of Scotland’s relationship with tobacco and believes that
through the relevant working groups; Cross Party Group on Tobacco Control and Scottish Ministerial Working Group on Tobacco Control
significant achievements can be made.

We are committed to making progress on smoking cessation measures and ensuring that these measures are as ambitious and robust as
possible. If the Scottish Ministerial Working Group on Tobacco Control determines that a new strategy is necessary then we would support
that.
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Q. We've agreed that there is no safe level of smoking, but we don’'t know whether smoking in Scotland will ever be completely
eradicated or whether a ‘hard core’ of smokers will remain. What policies does your party have to reduce harm for smokers
unwilling or unable to give up?

In 2007 Shona Robison attended Scotland’s first ever smoking cessation conference in Glasgow and announced the SNP’s support for
smoking cessation services. She outlined the SNP Government’s funding of £11m for each year to assist smoking cessation services. The
table below details the ongoing financial assistance the SNP contributed to smoking cessation services;

£/M 07/08 08/09 09/10 10/11
“Smoking Kills” 1 1 1 1
Health Improvement 1 1 1 1
Fund
A Breath of Fresh 5 5 5 5
Air
National No 4 4 4 4
Smoking Day
Total 11 11 11 11

The SNP understands that there are many different ways in which to help people stop smoking. Most recently the SNP teamed up with
Scottish Slimmer’s to help people lose weight as they also aim to lose weight. The programme started at the beginning of 2011. Further,
there is the helpline number available and a website to assist those who may be struggling with giving up smoking. Also the incentive
scheme introduced by NHS Tayside to encourage smokers in the most deprived communities to stop, has been successful and we would
encourage other health boards to look at this scheme. These services have gone some way in giving support to smokers who are unwilling
SNP or unable to give up.
When it comes to health measures, it's clear that simply scolding people to do the healthiest thing possible is just not practical or
reasonable. Instead we realise that people will decide that the benefits of certain behaviours are worth some risks, so we should try to help
them reduce their risks. Cutting down the number of cigarettes smoked daily or smoking less damaging products may reduce the harm
caused by smoking. It may also be a step towards stopping smoking completely. A very important part of tobacco harm reduction is simply
educating people about the risks of different sources of nicotine. But we must ensure that this approach does not undermine the measure
SLD that quitting entirely has the clearest health benefits.
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Q. Do you believe that Scotland can be tobacco free? If so what needs to be done next to achieve this?

Preventing smoking in public places is an important step to creating a smoke free, healthier Scotland and the SNP is working in partnership
with our European neighbours in the fight against tobacco. In addition to the Scottish Government’s smoking prevention action plan, a
number of initiatives have been taken at a European-wide level and the SNP will continue to work with the EU to make sure that future
initiatives are powerful tools in creating a smoke free Europe. The SNP has an aspiration for a non-smoking Scotland as outlined in The
Government’'s Economic Strategy 2007. Specifically smoking prevention action forms part of a programme of comprehensive and targeted
action to accelerate progress on health improvement, tackling health inequalities, and improving the quality of health care set out in the
Scottish Government’s health action plan. Further the Scottish Government introduced its Smoking Prevention Action Plan “Scotland’s
Future is Smoke-free”, an ambitious programme of measure designed specifically to dissuade children and young people from smoking
thus making progress towards a tobacco-free Scotland.

The SNP has also introduced the Tobacco and Primary Medical Services (Scotland) Act 2010 passed by Scottish Parliament in January
2010. The Act contains measures aimed specifically at reducing the attractiveness and availability of tobacco which is significant steps
forward to a smoke-free Scotland. The Act:
0 Bans the display of tobacco and smoking related products in shops;
Bans the sale of tobacco from vending machines;
Introduces a tobacco sales registration scheme, which will be free for retailers to join
Makes it an offence for under 18s to purchase tobacco;
Makes it an offence for adults to buy tobacco for under 18s;
Gives trading standards officers powers to issue fixed penalty notices, and
SNP o0 Gives courts the power to ban retailers from selling tobacco where they have continually broken the law.

O O0OO0O0O0

Of course a smoke-free Scotland would be the ideal. But this won't happen overnight. We should do all we can to protect and dissuade all
young people in Scotland from starting to smoke and to deter adults, individually and collectively, from encouraging or enabling them to
SLD smoke. This should take Scotland much further towards a future where smoking tobacco has become a thing of the past.
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Q. How can we reduce the numbers of women smoking in pregnancy?

The Cochrane Review concluded that the most effective intervention appeared to be providing incentives, which helped around 24% of
women to quit smoking during pregnancy. For example the SNP trialed the “Give it up for Baby” scheme in parts of Perth and Rattray, the
scheme has since been officially launched. It is a partnership incentive scheme which supports smoking cessation in pregnant smokers. An
incentive of £12.50 per week is paid for every week a woman demonstrates she is smoke-free. The incentive is then redeemed via
vouchers for local supermarkets. This type of action is helping to significantly reduce the numbers of women smoking in pregnancy.

As with so many issues related to reducing smoking, education is key. We also support greater use of nurse family partnerships to help
rospective parents make healthy life choices.

Q. Is there arole for the tobacco industry in taking forward the tobacco control strategy?

We would be very sceptical of the tobacco industry in being willing to help take forward the tobacco control strategy. This is due to tobacco
companies resisting, time and time again, any measures which they know will reduce smoking emphasized through their recent legal
challenge against a ban on tobacco displays.

We need the cooperation of the tobacco industry in order to take forward effective control measures. Tobacco control cannot be handled in
isolation.

Q. Does the introduction of the display ban in April 2015 reflect a lack of commitment by politicians or merely political awareness
of impending elections? Why a 3 year gap between supermarkets and corner shops?
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We want to introduce the display ban but have revised the original timetable so that it mirrors the UK Government’s implementation dates.

By synchronising the implementation of the display ban the Scottish Government is taking a practical approach to introducing the

legislation. The differential timescale to allow small retailers more time to implement the ban we believe is necessary to give them more

time to prepare and plan for these significant changes. Further, the delay has been brought on by an on-going legal challenge by Imperial
SNP Tobacco.

The delay in Scotland is a result of legal challenge. The three year gap is recognition of the proportionately greater expense incurred by
SLD small businesses in implementing the ban.

Questions relating to alcohol
Q. If alcohol is ‘no ordinary commodity’ why can you buy it almost anywhere?

The wide availability of alcohol is something which the SNP has taken significant steps towards reducing. Recently Stewart Maxwell, SNP

called for the use of self-service machines in supermarkets to be ruled out in the sale of any alcohol. The Alcohol etc (Scotland) Bill

introduced by the SNP Government has gone further in restricting the availability of alcohol including banning quantity discounts such as
SNP ‘three for two' or '25 per cent off when you buy six', restricting alcohol promotions in off-sales.

SLD Alcohol, unlike most other products, can only be sold under licence and is subject to age, price and quantity restrictions.

Q. What are ministers intending to do to tackle the massive problem of overprovision of alcohol for sale?

The Alcohol (Scotland) Bill 2010 includes numerous measures to tackle the massive problem of overprovision of alcohol for sale and are a

clear indication that the SNP is prepared to shine a light on Scotland’s unhealthy relationship with alcohol and take the appropriate action

needed to fix this. The measures include; a restriction on irresponsible promotions such as “six cans for the price of four” and alcohol being

sold at heavily discounted prices; there will also be a Challenge 25 policy for all licensed premises which comes into force in October 2011,
SNP and there will be a restriction on alcohol promotions in off-sales.
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Licensing boards have substantial — but underused — powers to address alcohol problems in their local areas, including overprovision.
Legislation gives licensing authorities the objective of promoting public health. West Dunbartonshire was the first Scottish council to use
SLD these powers to refuse all future licence applications, in October last year.

Q. Will the candidates commit to resolving alcohol consumption at a population level as a key public health objective?

The SNP has confirmed that if re-elected in May, minimum pricing legislation will be re-introduced. This is a necessary commitment made
by the SNP in resolving alcohol consumption and the health problems associated with alcohol consumption. It is clear that the increase in
SNP alcohol consumption has been driven by cheaper alcohol amongst other factors.

SLD Scottish Liberal Democrats agree that reducing alcohol related harm should be a key public health objective for Scotland.

Q. Why do politicians continue to say alcohol is part of Scottish culture — there are lots of different cultures some of whom do not
drink?
It is widely recognised that Scotland has an unhealthy relationship with alcohol. Images of Buckfast bottles are widely recognised as
representing Scotland’s relationship with alcohol highlighting the Scottish culture. Lord Advocate, Elish Angiolini has also noted that to
improve the problem of alcohol in Scotland a change in culture is needed. The figures on alcohol use in Scotland are staggering and point
to a long culture which must be tackled; Scots aged 18 and over bought an average of 1,227 units of alcohol in 2009 — which adds up to
about 12.2 litres of alcohol per year. Americans, by contrast, drink 9.4 litres a year. Nearly 5 percent of Scottish adults are dependent on
SNP alcohol, and one study suggested that one in 20 Scots dies of alcohol-related causes.

Socialising in pubs and sharing a drink with friends is long standing Scottish tradition, and is generally unproblematic. When it becomes a
SLD roblem is when this turns into a culture of binge drinking and drinking to excess.
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Q. Given the recent downward trend in alcohol related harms in Scotland, is there a danger that current strategy will be viewed as
sufficient by industry and others meaning that additional policies, such as those targeting price, will be dismissed? If so, how do
we ensure that alcohol remains as a public health priority?

The SNP is committed to keeping alcohol a public health priority. We deeply regret the actions of opposition parties in rejecting minimum
pricing as it would have been a significant step forward in addressing the health issues Scotland faces with alcohol. As a result the SNP
manifesto has outlined the SNP’s promise to re-introduce minimum pricing if re-elected in May. By keeping minimum pricing and alcohol
misuse on the agenda they will both remain a public health priority.

With support now growing amongst the opposition parties with recent calls for the introduction of minimum pricing from Dianne Abott,
Labour’s public health spokeswoman at Westminster, and the Labour party convener of Inverclyde Council’s Health and Social Care,
Councillor Joe Mcllwee the issue is not likely to go away until further action is taken.

The downward trend is welcome, but rates of alcohol related harm are still unacceptably high. And the patterns of harm are changing,
which shows that the current strategy is more effective amongst some social demographics than others. We cannot be complacent, or
overlook the areas in which harm is increasing. Politicians are responsible for ensuring that alcohol remains high on the public health
agenda.
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Q. Can we trust the alcohol industry to share the public health’s concerns around their product? Should they to be included in
policy discussion and in policy-making?
The SNP has always aimed to achieve a consensual result in tackling alcohol abuse in Scotland. The minimum pricing proposals brought
forward brought together a diverse group of supporters from the health profession right across to the alcohol industry. It is vital that the
alcohol industry is included in policy discussion to achieve the best legislation possible. The committee stages of a bill in the Scottish
Parliament act as a key moment for those interested from the alcohol industry to make contributions if they wish. However, not all alcohol
SNP companies have been receptive of the need for minimum pricing.
As with tobacco, it is impossible to exclude the alcohol industry from alcohol policy making. While the industry will, of course, have a
SLD different perspective from health groups, its cooperation is vital if we are to take forward effective initiatives to reduce alcohol related harm.

Q. One way of helping de-normalise the all-pervasive influence of alcohol would be to have a ban on advertising attached to
sporting teams/events, as in France. Would each of the political parties support such legislation?

The SNP has campaigned on its belief that children’s sports kits should not have alcohol adverts printed on them. Stewart Maxwell
emphasized that banning alcohol adverts from children’s sports kits would be a logical step in tackling Scotland’s relationship with alcohol.

Conservative MP Dr Sarah Wollaston launched her Members Bill at Westminster at the beginning of April 2011. The Bill is based on French

law and would result in all alcohol advertising being banned all alcohol advertising on television and in the cinema, except for 18-rated films,

all sports sponsorship by alcohol firms and all advertising on social media such as Facebook and YouTube. The SNP fully supports these

measures and believe they will contribute to the ongoing fight against alcohol abuse in Scotland. However, it is only with full advertising
SNP control devolved to Scotland that the SNP can take forward a strong agenda on curbing the excessive use of alcohol advertising.

It is difficult to ban advertising on sports that are broadcast globally by satellite television, and that is a problem facing the countries that

have introduced nationwide bans. Some progress has been made on sports sponsorship through agreement with national and international
SLD sporting bodies, and we would like to see this extended.

Q. If we can find ways around ‘legal advice’ regarding interventions in foreign policy, why can’t we do this for alcohol?
In creating policy it is imperative that legal advice is adhered to otherwise policy will be ineffective and open to numerous court challenges.
SNP To ensure the best action plan is taken forward in tackling alcohol abuse policy must be within the law or any progress will be hindered.



SCOTTISH ALCOHOL & TOBACCO POLICY SUMMIT — PANEL Q&A

We must comply with the letter and spirit of the law. If the law is flexible and allows for some leeway or different interpretation then there is
SLD no reason why this can’t be explored.

Q. What do you think of the Westminster responsibility deal that saw health experts walking away from the table due to prioritised

industry views?

The SNP believes it's in Scotland’s interest that all parties involved in the drive against alcohol abuse are involved in negotiations to ensure

the best possible consensual way forward. It is important that the parties involved can co-operate to a high-level in order to avoid situations

as seen in England. The SNP has highlighted through networks and consultation programs ran during the Alcohol etc (Scotland) Act 2010
SNP progress through the Scottish Parliament that progress can be made together with all parties having an interest in alcohol participating.

The responsibility deal is only one strand of a much wider public health policy. It is disappointing that the deal was not able to command the
full cooperation and support of all the stakeholders originally involved. It is still, however, a substantial agreement that improves upon the
SLD revious government’s measures. We should strive to improve upon it, with the engagement of health experts.

Q. Two health select committees and WHO have recommended that alcohol policy be guided by public health interests and best
available evidence not influenced by competing commercial interests. What is your opinion on this?
The SNP regard both the public health interests and commercial interests very highly. It is important that in creating a program to tackle
alcohol abuse in Scotland, attention is given to both these interests. During the creation of the Alcohol etc (Scotland) Act 2010 the SNP
listened to public health interests and gathered support from the BMA, the Chief Medical Officer Dr Harry Burns and numerous other health
professionals. The evidence from medical experts on the impact of alcohol was overwhelming and became central to the measures taken
forward by the SNP Government. It was clear that the commercial interests in cheap alcohol was not an excuse to fail to act on the matter
SNP and so the SNP has exercised its strong belief in standing up to big commercial interests when the health of the nation depends on it.
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Public health interests and evidence are, and should remain, central to alcohol policy making. But it's not sensible, nor desirable, to carry
out policy making in a vacuum. Wider societal and economic concerns will always be pertinent to some degree.

Q. Despite recent increases in licensing regulation/law the availability of alcohol to young people is still very high. Its easy for
young people to get a hold of alcohol — licensed premises face very little consequences (in practice) for selling to young people;
young people face little or no consequences for attempting or buying alcohol underage. What is being done to address this issue
in practice?

The SNP Government introduced a package of measures included in the Alcohol etc (Scotland) Act 2010 to improve the relationship
between young people and alcohol. These measures included tough new laws to allow bar staff to refuse to sell alcohol in pubs and
nightclubs to anybody that looks under the age of 25 unless they can prove their age. This law will come into force on October 1st 2011.
The Act has also set the ground work for the introduction of a ‘social responsibility fee’ for retailers selling alcohol.

The SNP government also introduced a Youth Commission on Alcohol, in conjunction with Young Scot, looking at the impact of alcohol
misuse on young people. Further the SNP had hoped to introduce a legal obligation on licensing boards to consider whether alcohol-related
problems in their area warrant an off-sales purchase age of 21, with local police Chief Constables able to request this at any time. However,
the opposition parties rejected this measure in Parliament.

We need to ensure the strict enforcement of our existing alcohol legislation, which is designed to tackle these problem. It is not acceptable
that since 2007, only 3 people have been prosecuted for selling alcohol to people who are already drunk. Neither is it acceptable that 12%
of 15 year olds have bought alcohol from a shop or supermarket yet only about 200 people are prosecuted each year for selling alcohol to
underage young people. This needs to change.
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Questions relating to both alcohol and tobacco
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Q. In light of today’s conference and some of the research findings about the links between booze and fags, what does the panel
think is the likelihood of the creation/establishment of alcohol drug and tobacco partnerships?

The SNP has taken action to deal with the country’s dangerous relationship with booze and fags. Building on from the success of the
Smoking Ban the SNP Government introduced in The Tobacco and Primary Medical Services (Scotland) Act 2010 contains a number of
new controls on the sale and display of tobacco, including a new tobacco retailers’ registration scheme, new offences of underage and
proxy purchase and a ban on the display of tobacco and related products in shops. These new measures will be phased in over the next
few years. Further the SNP raised the minimum age for purchasing tobacco from 16 to 18 from 1 October 2007 and invested over £40m on
smoking cessation services in this spending review period — £11m more than the previous administration.

Further, significant action has been taken during the four year SNP government administration to tackle Scotland’s dangerous relationship
with alcohol. The Alcohol etc (Scotland) Act 2010 brought in specific measures aimed at tackling the growing problems in Scotland with
alcohol abuse.

There are examples of such schemes already being developed, including in West Lothian.

Q. Do you think the drug and alcohol field could learn from the tobacco field in terms of treatment? If so, what could they learn?

People who stop smoking completely - particularly those who were hardened smokers can be great champions and an inspiration for those
who don't believe they ever live a smoke-free life. Using similar ‘recovery champions' for those with substance problems can have similar
benefits.

Tobacco treatment is accessible to the public and widely accepted as a societal norm. It is doubtful whether alcohol and drug treatment
could achieve quite the same level of public acceptance, but there are lessons to be learned in relation to the ease and convenience in
which people are able to access treatment services.




SCOTTISH ALCOHOL & TOBACCO POLICY SUMMIT — PANEL Q&A

SNP

SLD

SNP
SLD

Q. Do you agree that ‘nudging’ could be an effective way to change behaviour and how would you apply this to reducing harm
from alcohol and/or tobacco?

The SNP has already recognized how effective ‘nudging’ can be and have developed many different services to help people quit smoking
and give up drinking by ‘nudging’ them out of the habit. The SNP has contributed significant funding to programs designed to ‘nudge’
people out of the habit of smoking and drinking. Over the four years in Government the SNP contributed £11m annually to smoking
cessation and the money was shared amongst a group of initiatives including; ‘Smoking Skills’ £1m; ‘Health Improvement Fund’ £1m, ‘A
Breath of Fresh Air’ £5m; ‘National No Smoking Day’ £4m.

Alcohol Awareness week, an initiative by the Scottish Government Alcohol Industry Partnership features posters highlighting the challenges
in key locations such as railway stations and on buses. Some stores also give away free water with every alcohol purchase and there are
free alcohol awareness training sessions. It is hoped that this initiative will encourage people to reduce the amount of alcohol they are
drinking and even nudge them towards a decision to give up alcohol. These initiatives highlight how the SNP is using the ‘nudging’
technique to assist people to give up smoking or drinking.

Yes. Appealing to people’s self interest is often a useful tool in encouraging behavioural change. We need to strike the right balance
between protecting individual freedoms but also encouraging personal responsibility.

Q Are there opportunities to strengthen the concerns surrounding the conflict of interest for commercial interests? For example,
to enable the lessons from the FTCT (The World Health Organisation’s (WHO) Framework Convention on Tobacco Control) to be
incorporated into government i.e. transparency of interactions, clarified meeting agenda, links with industry and public health
known?

At all times the Scottish Government's policy formulation process is within the public domain, this includes consultations, stakeholder group
meetings, amendments to Bills etc.

Greater transparency in policy making and legislative procedures is always to be encouraged.

Q. We can recognise the differences between alcohol and tobacco and yet we see enough similarities to be able to come together
today. Is there merit in recognising the similarities between all substance use and pursuing policies that tackle all harmful
substance use jointly?
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Yes, the SNP believe that the most effective way to tackle alcohol and tobacco issues is through joined up policy. This is displayed through
the linked up policy thinking in health and justice as it is widely recognized crime, drugs and alcohol are interlinked. Therefore it is essential
to have legislation that complements the web of connections between drugs, alcohol and tobacco.

The measures included in the Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2010 and the Alcohol etc (Scotland) Act 2010 complement
each other in driving forward a program to tackle alcohol abuse. It is this joined up thinking that will gain the most effective policy outcome.

While there are some similarities across the board in terms of substance misuse, the many differences between alcohol, tobacco and drugs
issues mean that a one-size-fits-all approach to policy would be unsuitable. We should encourage cooperation and shared initiatives where
appropriate.

Q. Will all the parties commit to facilitating the integration of the health and anti-social behaviour agenda where they overlap in
respect to all age restricted products (alcohol, tobacco, spray paints, fireworks, solvents)?

Yes, the SNP is committed to ensuring health and anti-social behaviour agendas are integrated in these areas as too often the anti-social
behaviour of youths is fuelled by their easy access to age restricted products.

The SNP has taken stringent action on the problem of anti-social behaviour and in 2007 Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs), giving police officers
the power to issue £40 fines for lower level offences such as breach of the peace, urinating in a public place and drinking in public where it
is banned, have been rolled out across Scotland following a successful pilot scheme in Tayside. This is positive action from a Government
dedicated to tackling the issue of anti-social behaviour.

Yes, greater integration in these areas is likely to be beneficial.
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Q. As the health & anti-social behaviour agenda in respect to alcohol and tobacco are considered so important, can long term
funding be committed to the control of the restricted products and crucially ensure this reaches regulators and enforcers?

The SNP recognises the importance of the controlling restricted products as, for example, restricted products such as alcohol often fuel
anti-social behaviour. The SNP took steps to combat this issue by introducing new measures in the Alcohol etc (Scotland) Act 2010 for bar
staff to refuse to sell alcohol to those who look under 25 if they are unable to prove their age.

The SNP also took action in Government to improve regulations on tobacco and achieved this through measures such as; increasing the
legal age from 16 to 18; by signing the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control which is the first international treaty relating to health
and endorsing the 10 point plan for the future of Tobacco control in Europe.

The Tobacco and Primary Medical Services (Scotland) Act was also passed by the SNP administration during the four years and delivered
a strengthened control and regulations on the access to tobacco products. The Act introduced a registration scheme for tobacco retailers,
fixed penalty notices for retailers who sell cigarettes to under 18s, making it an offence to buy cigarettes for an under 18 and for under 18s
to buy cigarettes, banning orders to prevent retailers selling cigarettes if they continually flout the law, the legislation has also banned
cigarette vending machines and banned tobacco displays in shops.

This highlights how committed the SNP are to controlling restricted products and putting measures into legislation to ensure they are
carried out.

Sustainable funding should be in place to support the Government’s alcohol and tobacco initiatives and services.




SCOTTISH ALCOHOL & TOBACCO POLICY SUMMIT — PANEL Q&A




