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Fifty organisations commit to working for a tobacco-free Scotland 

 

Over fifty organisations have signed-up in support of Scotland’s Charter for a Tobacco-free 

Generation, since it was launched one year ago. 

 

Scotland’s Charter for a Tobacco-free Generation is an initiative from health charity Action on 

Smoking and Health (ASH) Scotland in response to the Scottish Government’s goal of creating a 

tobacco-free generation of Scots by 2034.  

 

The Charter has six key principles that inspire organisations to take action to reduce the harm caused 

by tobacco. Organisations that have already backed the Charter include Children 1
st
,  Young Scot, the 

Scottish Cot Death Trust, Children in Scotland, Scotland’s Children & Young People’s Commissioner, 

Shell Twilight Basketball, TACT Fostering and Adoption and a range of Scottish schools and 

community projects.   

 

Organisations supporting the Charter are asked to pledge actions that will support the tobacco-free 

goal. Pledges have included training staff and volunteers on tobacco issues, staging events, making 

grounds and premises smoke-free, encouraging staff to quit smoking and advocating the benefits of 

smoke-free homes to parents and carers.  

The Urban Fox Programme, based in Glasgow’s East End was the fiftieth organisation to declare 

support for the Charter. They deliver a range of activities to young people designed to provide them 

with skills and confidence to make positive decisions about the issues and influences they may face 

growing-up in the East end. The project has a unique zero tolerance approach to tobacco. Using their 

already established relationships within the community, they have created a tailor-made stop smoking 

programme and deliver education sessions to prevent young people from taking up the habit in the 

first place.  

Debbie McGowan, the Urban Fox Programme Coordinator said: 

“We’re delighted to be the fiftieth organisation to sign the Charter, and at Urban Fox we’re committed 

to helping young people stop smoking and discouraging them from starting.  Our youth workers are 

seen as role models in the community and if we’re going to give advice about smoking then our staff 



and volunteers shouldn’t smoking around young people either – that’s why we introduced the zero 

tolerance policy” 

 “We’re now working with other youth organisations to support them to adopt smoke free policies and 

overseeing the implementation of a peer education programme in the North East of Glasgow. We 

want to see a future where no young person takes up smoking, that’s why we signed-up to support 

the Charter” 

Sheila Duffy, Chief Executive of ASH Scotland, said: 

“We now have over fifty organisations signed up to the Charter. In its first year it has gained 

momentum and is proving an effective way to align organisations in the fight against tobacco and the 

harmful effects it has on children and young people.” 

 

“The Charter community are sharing their experience of supporting the Charter and bringing more and 

more on board. This is helping to ensure that the children who are in nursery now are the first 

generation to grow up in a tobacco-free Scotland. We’re encouraging organisations from across 

sectors to get behind this important initiative. ”  

 

Jackie Brock Chief Executive, Children in Scotland, said: 

“We recognise the importance of good health and wellbeing and actively work in partnership with 

organisations, young people, families, professionals and policy-makers to ensure that the current 

inequalities in health and wellbeing are reduced for our next generation. 

“With this in mind, we fully endorse all the principles within Scotland's Charter for a Tobacco-free 

Generation and are very keen to support ASH Scotland in its implementation.” 

 

Ends 
For further information contact ASH Scotland on enquiries@ashscotland.org.uk 0131 225 4725 or 
07776 142299 
  
Attached: 

- Image: Charter launch event at Scottish Parliament in the presence of veteran sports 

commentator Archie McPherson, children from Park Road Primary School Rosyth and 

members of the Scottish Parliament.  

  
Notes to Editors: 
Further information on Scotland’s Charter for a Tobacco Free Generation can be found at 

www.ashscotland.org.uk/charter. 

   

1) Every day in Scotland, 36 young people become new smokers. 
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2) Evidence shows that the younger a person starts to smoke, the more likely they are to 

continue smoking into adulthood, the more heavily they are likely to smoke as an adult and 

the more likely they are to fall ill and die early as a result of smoking. 

 

3) Preventing or delaying children from taking up smoking has been shown to reduce the burden 

of disease in later life and make it more likely that they will not smoke. 

 

 

 


