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A Canadian perspective: Triumphs and tribulations on the road to a tobacco-free Canada 

Twenty-five years ago, the Seventh World Conference on Tobacco and Health endorsed a resolution 

commending the Canadian government “for its leadership in improving the health of Canadians and 

for setting an outstanding example in comprehensive tobacco control policy.” At the time, Canada 

was a world leader for using tobacco taxation to reduce consumption, for mandating bold tobacco 

package warnings, and for implementing comprehensive legislation banning most forms of 

promotion. Canada retained the mantle of world leader for much of the next two decades, passing the 

world’s first graphic pack warnings, championing the FCTC, and pushing the boundaries on smoke-

free spaces to include cars with kids. As smoking rates have stagnated over the past five years, 

however, Canada has increasingly become the object of criticism from the tobacco control 

community. This is the story of the trials and tribulations of tobacco control in Canada—what went 

right, what went wrong, what advocates have done to ensure continued progress, and where Canada 

stands now as discussions on end-game strategies intensify around the world.  
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